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ANNUAL  REPORT 

On  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Heysham 

Urban  District  for  1920. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
HEYSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  17tli  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
Heysham  District. 

The  population  of  the  District  last  year  was 
estimated  at  3,652,  and  this  year  the  Registrar- General's 
returns  fixed  the  population  at  3,798,  and  this  is  the  figure 
on  which  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  estimated. 
Heysham  being  a seaside  district  and  a health  resort,  it 
naturally  follows  that  the  chief  occupation  is  that  of 
boarding-house  keeper.  The  Heysham  Harbour  and  the 
Bobbin  Mill  both  give  employment  to  a considerable 
number  of  men,  and  at  the  latter  place  a fair  number  of 
women  and  girls  are  also  employed. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

DEATH  RATE. — There  were  51  Deaths  during 
the  year— 27  of  males  and  24  of  females— the  Death  Rate 
being  13.4  per  1,000  of  population,  which  is  3.3  lower  than 
the  rate  for  1919,  and  is  0.6  below  the  average  for  the 
last  10  vears.  The  number  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

tj 

is  much  greater  than  usual,  there  being  5 Deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1 from  other  Tubercular 
Diseases.  This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  1.31  per  1,000, 
and  is  0.66  above  the  average  for  the  last  10  years.  There 


was  1 death  from  Influenza,  but  none  from  other  Infectious 
Diseases.  Four  deaths  were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  1 to 
Pneumonia. 

BIRTH  RATE. — The  number  of  Births  during 
1920  was  47- — 25  of  males  and  22  of  females.  This  gives 
a Birth  Rate  of  12.3,  which  is  0.1  below  the  average  for 
the  last  10  years. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY.— Two  deaths  occurred  in 
infancy,  giving  a Death  Rate  of  42  per  1,000  births,  which 
is  22  per  1,000  below  the  last  10  years'  average. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

1 am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  a number 
of  sanitary  improvements  have  been  effected  during  the 
year.  A number  of  privies  have  been  converted  into 
water  closets,  and  I notice  with  pleasure  that  your  Council 
is  taking  steps  to  continue  this  good  work.  1 have  in 
my  previous  Reports  drawn  your  attention  to  the  condition 
of  some  of  the  privies  in  Higher  and  Lower  Heysham, 
and  also  at  the  Heysham  School ; and  during  the  present 
year  I have  recommended  that  the  privies  in  McDonald 
Road  should  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system, 
and  I believe  that  in  most  of  these  cases  notices  have 
been  served  on  the  owners  to  have  the  work  done. 

At  the  present  time  the  number  of  privies  is  78, 
pail  closets  4,  waste  water  closets  19,  and  fresh  water 
c 
r 

out  by  the  Council's  workmen,  and  as  a rule  the  work  is 
done  regularly  and  efficiently.  The  sewage  is  carried  out 

O u t;  O 

into  the  open  sea 

Accompanied  by  Mr.  Millar  (your  Sanitary 
Inspector),  I have  made  systematic  inspections  of  the 
district,  over  80  houses  having  been  visited.  The  number 
of  defects  found  in  cottage  property  was  8.  Notices  were 
served  on  the  owners,  and  in  all ’cases  the  defects  have 
been  remedied.  No  houses  were  found  which  were  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  no  special  inspections  have  had  to  be 
made  with  a view  to  making  closing  orders. 

There  are  no  lodging-houses  in  the  district,  and  no 
offensive  trades  are  in  evidence,  with  the  exception  of 
the  bone  manure  works,  which  gives  employment  to  5 men. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  liable  to  pollution. 

There  are  3 bakehouses,  one  of  them  being  an 


898.  The  number  of  portable  receptacles  for 
is  1080,  and  the  scavenging  of  the  District  is  carried 
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underground  bakehouse,  and  all  are  kept  in  a clean  and 
sanitary  condition. 

The  Milk  supplied  in  the  district  is  of  a pure  and 
wholesome  character,  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
for  supplying  milk  to  expectant  mothers  and  babies 
in  necessitous  cases.  There  are  2 slaughterhouses, 

1 of  which  is  registered  and  the  other  licensed.  These 
are  kept  clean,  and  regularly  whitewashed.  No  public 
aba  toil’  has  been  provided. 

The  Meat  Supply  is  good,  and  there  has  been  no 
instance  of  diseased  or  unsound  meat  or  other  food  being 
exposed  for  sale. 

The  Schools  at  Sandylands  and  Heysham  are  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  are  supplied  with  town’s  water. 
The  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  Sandvlands  School  are 
very  good,  but  at  the  Heysham  School,  as  I have  already 
mentioned,  earth  closets  are  still  in  use.  The  Schools 
are  regularly  inspected  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  Water  Supply  is  obtained  from  the  hills  outside 
Lancaster,  and  is  of  an  excellent  quality.  I am  sorry  to 
say  that  the  scheme  for  an  improved  supply,  which 
is  badly  needed,  has  been  unavoidably  delayed,  mainly 
due,  I believe,  to  the  time  taken  in  the  Ministry  of  Health 
inquiry  and  the  delay  in  granting  the  necessary  borrowing 
powers.  There  is  now  every  prospect  that  the  work  will 
be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

t/ 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

I have  made  an  inspection  of  all  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds.  The  dairies  are  all  kept  clean,  and  every 
precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  any  contamination  of  milk. 
A great  many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
condition  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  last  few  years.  In  some 
cases  the  lighting  and  ventilation  have  been  improved,  and 
in  several  instances  roughly  - paved  floors  have  been 
replaced  by  cemented  floors.  At  Crow  Dubs  Farm  a new 
cowshed  has  been  provided.  This  is  a very  roomy  and 
lofty  building,  and  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  At 
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some  of  the  cowsheds  the  floors  are  still  badly  paved,  and 
ought  to  be  cemented.  Those  most  needing  attention 
are  the  following: — Fanny  House  (Mr.  Outhwaite's) , 
Blackberry  Hall,  Winter  End,  and  the  Boyal  Fold.  One 
of  the  buildings  at  Fanny  House  is  also  too  low  and  is 
badly  lighted  and  ventilated.  The  owner  of  the  Winter 
End  cowshed  is  having  the  floor  bricked  and  cemented 
during  the  present  summer. 

At  Solly's  Farm  the  cowshed  is  a wooden  building, 
but  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  It  has  a bricked  floor, 
but  discharges  into  an  open  drain.  This  is  a matter  that 
needs  attention,  especially  as  he  also  keeps  a large 
number  of  pigs.  At  the  time  of  my  last  inspection  he 
had  82  pigs;  these  are  kept  scrupulously  clean,  and  the 
building  is  provided  with  numerous  gratings  leading  into 
closed  drains.  The  place  is  washed  out  with  disinfectants 
every  other 

The  cowsheds  at  Barton’s  Farm  and  Hill  Side  Farm 
are  now  not  in  use  for  milk  cows 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  namely:  6 of  Diphtheria,  1 of  Erysipelas, 
2 of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  3 each  of  Pneumonia,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  most  prevalent  during  the  month 
of  June,  and  this  prevalence  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
disease  was  of  a very  mild  character,  and  in  many  cases 
the  rash  was  so  slight  as  to  be  easily  overlooked.  At 
the  house  where  the  first  case  was  notified  several  others 
were  afterwards  found  to  be  peeling,  and  eventually  all 
the  children  in  the  house  and  one  adult  had  to  be  isolated, 
the  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  one  house  being  7. 
Fourteen  cases  in  all  were  notified  between  June  1st  and 
July  31st,  so  that  half  the  number  were  in  one  house. 
The  Heysham  School  was  closed  from  July  oth  to 
July  31st. 
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Of  the  6 cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  3 died  during 
the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  7 throat  swabs,  2 specimens  of 


sputum  and  1 of  blood  were  bacteriologically  examined, 
and  8 tubes  of  antitoxin  were  supplied  to  patients 
•suffering  from  Diphtheria. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  consists  of  two 
buildings,  each  containing  four  beds.  One  of  these 
buildings  is  used  for  isolating  cases  of  Scarlet  Dover, 
whilst  the  other  is  available  for  cases  of  Smallpox. 

Of  the  20  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  19  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


I am  pleased  to  note  the  amount  of  work  which 
has  been  done  in  the  repairing  of  roads.  Of  the  unadopted 
roads,  those  which  were  in  the  worst  condition  have  been 
temporarily  repaired.  There  are,  however,  several  other 
streets  which  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  and  I believe 
it  is  the  intention  of  your  Council  to  have  these  dealt 
with  during  the  present  year.  The  number  of  new  houses 
completed  during  the  year  was  15,  and  about  half  of  these 
are  of  the  cottage  property  variety.  I should  like  also  to 
mention  that  a number  of  houses  are  being  erected  at  the 
present  time,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  increased 
activity  in  the  building  trade.  There  is  still  undoubtedlv 
a shortage  of  houses,  especially  of  the  cottage  property 
variety,  but  there  seems  every  prospect  that  this  shortage 
will  be  mitigated  by  private  enterprise. 


The  Council  has  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the 
Building  Scheme  at  the  present  time,  as  it  is  felt  that  at 
the  present  price  of  labour  and  materials  it  would  be 
impossible  to  let  such  houses  at  a rent  suitable  for 
working-class  people. 


I am, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

BICHARD  HERD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Heysham  Urban  District, 


